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• FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDER NO. 263
SERIES OF 2019

SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AREAS 
(FMA) FOR THE CONSERVATION AND 
MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES IN 
PHILIPPINE WATERS

Section 19. Implementation of Market and other Trade-Related 
Measures
• Market and other relevant measures may be adopted by the FMA 

to ensure that only fishery products harvested in accordance with 
the management policies and plans adopted by the FMA to enter 
the market. 



BFAR 
Administrative 
Circular 251 
(2014)

• For wild caught
• Fishing boats
• Landings
• Buying stations
• Auction markets
• processing plants, cold storage
• Transporters, warehouses
• Traders, shippers, wholesalers
• Distributors, retailers

Establishes a traceability 
system for wild-caught and 
farmed fish and other 
aquatic products



BFAR 
Administrative 
Circular 251 
(2014)

• For aquaculture
• Fish feed producers
• Hatcheries and breeders
• Wild fry suppliers
• Nurseries
• Aquaculture farms
• Buying stations
• Transporters
• processing plants, cold storage
• Transporters, warehouses
• Traders, shippers, wholesalers
• Distributors, retailers

Establishes a traceability 
system for wild-caught and 
farmed fish and other 
aquatic products



Sustainable 
Fisheries 
Management Plan 
for the Sarangani 
Bay and Sulawesi 
Sea

REGION 12, 
PHILIPPINES



Sustainable 
Fisheries 
Management Plan 
for the Sarangani 
Bay and Sulawesi 
Sea 

• The is an Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries 
Management (EAFM) Plan for Sarangani Bay and 
parts of the Sulawesi Sea 

• includes the provinces of South Cotabato, 
Sarangani, and Sultan Kudarat, including Cotabato 
City and General Santos City (SOCCSKARGEN)—
also known as Region 12 in the Philippines’ 16 
administrative regions. 

• intended to provide a framework for fisheries 
management within the Sarangani Bay-Sulawesi 
corridor for adoption and implementation by 
relevant governmental agencies, local government 
units, non-governmental partners, academic and 
research institutions, and the fishing industry 
sector that altogether will benefit from effective 
fisheries management and biodiversity 
conservation in SOCCSKSARGEN and other 
regions of the Philippines.



SFMP 
SB-SS



Philippines 
eCDTS
Development

Development of electronic Catch 
Documentation and Traceability System 
(eCDTS) – to prevent, deter and 
eliminate Illegal Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing (IUUF)
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Key Data Elements (KDEs) of 2 Application used in Philippines

FAME (2-way 
communication 
VMS) KDEs:
• Vessel Name
• Fishing License 

Number
• Weight
• Gear Type,
• Boat license
• Fishermen license
• Catch GPS 

coordinate
• Trip start and end 

date,
• Species (main catch 

, by catch)
• Weight
• FAD? Yes or No

BFAR eCDTS
KDEs:
• Name of supplier
• Name of Captain
• Name of vessel
• Vessel 

registration 
number

• Fishing license 
number

• Fishing Ground
• Species
• Verified weight 

landed
• Buyer
• Buying date
• Delivery date

PURSE SEINE / HANDLINE COMMERCIAL HANDLINE SMALL SCALE / SMALL- SCALE 
COMMERCIAL



Example Chain: JEBO Fishing / Municipal Fisheries / PhilCinmic Industrial Corp. 
(Non-Vertically Integrated)

LandingFisher/Boat Operator Processing/Exporting US Importer

Jebo Fishing 
Ronnie Handline 
Operator
Boat size: 20.1GT to 
150GT
Gear type: Handline

Technology:  2 fishing 
boats installed with 
FAME transponders

Philcinmic
Industrail Corp.
Boat size: 5 GTs to 20 
GTs
Gear type: Handline

Technology:  2 fishing 
boats installed with FAME 
transponders

JEBO Fishing
(Representative)
• Collect Logsheet

from Boat Captain
• Submit documents to 

BFAR Fisheries 
Officer

Technology: BFAR 
eCDTS
• Create simplified e-

logsheet activity
• Submit to BFAR VMS 

Operator for 
Validation

• Create COLD 
Application

Philcinmic Industrial 
Corp.(Representative)
• Receiving approved 

COLD

Technology: BFAR 
eCDTS
• Catch Certificate 

Application

Products
• Fresh and Frozen 
• Tuna Loins
• SAKU
• Ground Meat
• Tuna Steak

EU-
Importers

US-
Importers



Example Chain 2: Rell and Renn Fishing / Rell & Renn Seafood Sphere Inc. (Vertically 
Integrated)

LandingFisher/Boat Operator Processing/Exporting EU/ US / JAPAN Importer

Rell & Renn Fishing 
Corp
Boat size: 20.1 GT to 150 GT
Gear type: Purse Seine

No eCDT system for at sea 
capture

Rell and Renn
(Representative)
• Collect logsheet

from Boat Captain
• Submit documents 

to BFAR Fisheries 
Officer

Technology
BFAR eCDTS
• Create e-logsheet

activity
• Submit to BFAR 

VMS Operator for 
Validation

• Create COLD 
Application

Rell & Renn Seafood 
Sphere 
Inc.(Representative)
• Receiving approved 

COLD

Technology: BFAR 
eCDTS
• Catch Certificate 

Application
• Cannery Processing 

System (Internal 
System)

Products
• Fresh and Frozen 

Tuna Loins
• SAKU
• Ground Meat
• Tuna Steak

EU- Importers
• Comercial Pernas S.L.
• Itochu Corporation
US-Importers
JAPAN- Importers



Applications of CDT
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eCDT TECHNOLOGY
BFAR eCDTS
from “point of 
catch” to 
“export” (mobile 
app and web) 

• 13 Fishing and 
Processing 
companies 
actively 
engaged as 
First Movers in 
the 
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eCDT TECHNOLOGY

“FAME” 
Small-Scale 

Vessel 
Transponders 

(PH)



FAME –
• 30 transponders installed in 

24 municipal boats (<3 GT) 
and in 6 small scale 
commercial boats (3.1-20 
GT).

• NFC cards provided to tag 
tuna from point of catch to 
fish landing. 

• Testing underway, with 
frequent adjustments being 
made to technology and user 
support models.
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IN THE PHILIPPINES



FAME –
• Municipal fisheries partners are 

members of the Alliance of 
Tuna Handliners in General 
Santos and Sarangani Province.

• Interconnectivity with BFAR 
system is under discussion to 
complete traceability from bait 
to plate. 
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IN THE PHILIPPINES



BFAR eCDTS
• 13 First Movers from small 

scale commercial and medium 
commercial fisheries

• BFAR eCDTS functionality has 
already been tested 

• User acceptance of the eCDT
system has already been 
conducted 
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IN THE PHILIPPINES



• Two (2) Technologies developed in the Philippines

• About 24 metric tons of tuna exported using BFAR 
eCDTS system 

IMPACTS OF BFAR eCDTS
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Linkages of eCDT Data and EAFM Planning

eCDT data can be leveraged to support fisheries 
management, linking EAFM and seafood traceability initiatives.



eCDT TECHNOLOGY –

• “One size fits all” solutions can be challenging to implement and 
ineffective – systems must be interoperable and accessible. 

• eCDT systems should be built upon the strengths of existing CDT 
protocols.

• Critical for support from strong enforcement (including validation 
and verification) among government agencies and a clear (private 
sector) business model.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT –

• Effective fisheries management plans should incorporate and be 
backed by eCDT systems, in concert with other management 
measures.

• The use of eCDT data for informing fisheries management is 
relatively new, thus it requires the development of new tools, 
methodologies, and software.

LESSONS LEARNED



PARTNERSHIPS –
• The most successful partnerships are formed between multiple 

parties (i.e. private sector, government, and local community groups). 

• Periodic partnership reviews and evaluation can optimize existing 
partnerships and identify new opportunities to support priorities. 

HUMAN WELFARE –
• Human welfare and gender have become key considerations 

for traceability, including the roles of women and men, their working 
conditions, policies, business environments, and markets. 

• eCDT systems can be a valuable human welfare tool.
• If developed holistically, eCDT can enable valuable human welfare-

related functions, including non-compliance and abuse alerts.

LESSONS LEARNED



TERIMA KASIH - MARAMING SALAMAT
TANK IU- OBRIGADO TAGIO TUMAS


